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The Environment Seminar

Group 1:
 Controlling Pollution


Seminar preparation

It could be argued that the air and the oceans belong to everybody and that they should therefore be collectively monitored and their standards maintained/improved in the interests of all people. The websites below look at the problems of controlling pollution. The contents of these sites have been summarised under the following headings:

· The main aims of the environmental group

· The main policies of the group on combating pollution

Take a look at the summaries and select two of the issues from each site (4 issues in total) to explore in greater detail. There are two selections you can choose from. Please take note of the reasons you chose to look at the particular issues. You will be asked about this in the seminar. Visit the sites, take notes on each issue and consider how this material could help you to answer the question:

What should be done to tackle the problems of pollution?

Selection 1

http://www.peopleandplanet.org.uk/
People & Planet is a UK-based student network with the following aims:

· To protect and improve the environment

· To promote environmentally safe products and services

· To prevent climate change 

· To reduce poverty, for example by campaigning for debt relief to poorer countries 

· To promote trade justice and Fairtrade; challenging unfair rules

· To work for universal AIDS treatment through cheaper generic drugs

· To protect human rights through pressure on abusive regimes

· To tackle causes of war by control of the arms trade

· To promote ethical practices by corporations and large investors

On combatting pollution control  the policies of People & Planet are:
· That organisations and individuals – and universities particularly - should be encouraged to cut down on consumption, waste and pollution 

· That environmentally-friendly alternative products and services should be promoted

· That less-polluting transport methods should specifically be encouraged

· That environmental and biodiversity improvements should be made

· That practical steps should be made towards climate change prevention
Selection 2

www.worldbank.org/nipr/
What are the main aims of the site?
· NIPR- stands for New Ideas in Pollution Regulation
· The World Banks Economics of Industrial Pollution Control research team maintain this site and this site is a part of the World Bank's research program.

· They conduct research in order to develop a database that can estimate the amount of pollution that is in the environment already. 

· It aims to display on maps where the industries are and where they lie in relation to other environmental features such as rivers. Also its relation to roads and houses.

· It aims to increase people’s awareness on the ever-increasing issue of pollution and the damage that it is causing to our environment. It includes work and research conducted by other policy-makers, researchers, activist and so forth.

Policies on combating pollution

· Land policies for growth and poverty reduction

· Globalisation, growth and poverty

· Greening industry

· The World Bank has developed a database and approach to estimate the amount of industrial pollution and cost of abatement based on available indicators of industry scale.

· GIS (geographic indication systems works with data designed to position all industries that are here already. It uses spatial and geographic co-ordinates and creates maps that pin point where each industry is and its relation to roads, houses, rivers etc.

· Ways to combat climate changes in the environment (this is in the topic section under environment on the website)
· Environmental policies and institutions
· Land management 
· Pollution management and environmental health 
· Water resources and management
· Other environment and natural resources management
this will lead to the flooding of low-lying areas.

· Global warming could cause a shift in weather patterns rendering the current level of crop production in certain areas impossible.

· An increase in temperatures would have the effect of increasing precipitation, this could result in an increase in the number of serious storms.

· Hurricanes and more extreme weather may increase as temperatures increase.

· Further increase in carbon dioxide levels would increase the acidification of the world’s oceans, this may affect fish, coral and plankton levels.  

· Global warming may affect the path of the Gulf Stream, which would have serious consequences for some multiple nations.

· Global warming itself may trigger events that in turn may increase global warming even further, such as the melting of permafrost peat bogs, which would release more methane into the atmosphere.

Arguments against international regulation and control of environmental conditions

· The effects of global warming are benign or even beneficial, and certainly not harmful to the planet.

· Global warming is the result of natural solar changes and not ‘man-made’, therefore no action is required.

· The cost to the business community, the economy and to people’s standard of living of mitigating global warming is too large for it to be feasible.

· Global warming is actually within normal fluctuations and not due to any phenomena, natural or man-made.

· Future increases in levels of global warming are too small to warrant the drastic measures of Kyoto and other climate change treaties.

· International treaties are unfair to the US and developed nations, as they don’t place enough emphasis on tackling big emitters from the developing world such as China and India.

· A fringe theory is that the Kyoto protocol and other international agreements are a socialist conspiracy to transfer wealth to the developing nations.

Seminar activities

Activity 1

You will be asked to comment upon why you chose to concentrate upon the issues you selected. Is it because of ‘importance’ or ‘interest’?

Activity 2

Working in your groups, see if you can reach agreement and/or answer the following questions:

Group 1: What should be done to tackle the problems of pollution?

Group 2: To what extent should political decisions take into account the importance of sustainable development?
Group 3: What role should the international community have in monitoring and   regulating the environment?

Each group should communicate its findings to the seminar group. Each group can choose how they will do this.

Activity 3

If you only had the resources to address and tackle one environmental problem, what would it be and why?
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